
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL  
 ‘ENCORE’ COURSE DESCRIPTION 

GRADE 7 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian and Student: 
 
In order to assure that all students will be properly scheduled for classes in the fall, it is necessary that we initiate the                       
selection process at this time. All students are required to take grade appropriate core courses in Language Arts,                  
Science and Social Studies. With the recommendation of your Math teacher, a Mathematics course will also be                 
included in your schedule.  Physical Education and Health are also mandatory for all students. 
 
Along with your core subjects you are given an opportunity to select several courses from the encore selections,                  
which are listed and explained below. Encore courses meet every other day for the entire year, or, in some instances,                    
only on a semester basis (half-year). 
 
Review all options and make your choices based upon your interests and abilities. Remember that you will be                  
responsible for the year’s or semester’s work in each course you select. 
 
Please contact your School Counselor with any questions. 
 
FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
Art 7 - Students will explore basic art concepts through the use of varied media. Student participation, based on                   
starting skill level, determines individual progress.  (This is a full year course.) 
 
Band 7 - Students interested in signing up for band should have at least one year of 5th and 6th grade band experience,                       
or get permission from Mrs. Jacobs. Their instrumental music instructor must also recommend them. Individual               
lessons are required for all band members and are scheduled by their instructor. Active participation is required as                  
concerts will be held in the winter and spring.  (This is a full year course.) 
 
Strings 7 - Players interested in signing up for 7th grade strings should have completed one year in the BF 6th grade                      
strings/orchestra or have transferred from another district having completed one year of 6th grade strings/orchestra.               
(See band/orchestra above.)  (This is a full year course.)  
 
Chorus 7/Concert Choir 7 - This course offers an opportunity for students to learn the techniques of vocal music,                   
sight-reading, and performance techniques. In addition to learning chorus songs, students learn more advanced              
singing techniques and choral pieces. Active participation is required, as performances will be held in the                 
winter and spring.  (This is a full year course.) 
 
Music Through Technology 7 - This course gives students a hands on opportunity to explore music theory and                  
composition through the use of existing networked computers. (This is a one-semester course). This course may                
only be taken once for seventh and eighth grade students. 
 
Please Note: Courses in Fine and Performing Arts may require additional after school hours of practice prior to                  
performances.  The teachers involved will do this scheduling. 
 
WORLD LANGUAGE ** This is a two year course. Students must have World Language 7 to take World                  
Language 8.  The two years will give them credit for a full year of either French, Spanish, or Native Spanish 
 
French 7 - French is a global language. It is taught with the goal of providing our students with proficiency and                     
accuracy in understanding and using it meaningfully in French speaking countries and areas in Africa, Asia, the                 
Caribbean, Europe, in North and South America. In French 7, students begin to master, apply, and synthesize basic                  



 

French pronunciation, vocabulary, and structures in large and small group settings. Role-playing, games, and songs               
help to maximize lively and enthusiastic participation. The infusion of culture and customs of France and French                 
speaking countries serves to enhance the students’ multicultural experience.  (This is a full year course.) 
 
Spanish 7 - Students will master the basic sounds intonation and basic vocabulary in Spanish. This course offers                  
games, songs, and exciting activities to strengthen student’s vocabulary and ability to communicate in Spanish.               
Students will work individually, in pairs and groups to learn numbers, greetings, time expressions, family, school,                
colors, dates and body parts. Basic grammar such as verb forms and adjective agreement are presented orally. As                  
the course progresses students will acquire the ability to write correctly. An appreciation of various Spanish cultures                 
is taught to enrich language-learning experiences.  (This is a full year course.) 
 
Nuevos Destinos 7- A seventh grade class designed specifically for native/heritage speakers of Spanish who already                
have some oral language proficiency. The purpose of this course is to enable students whose heritage language is                  
Spanish to develop, maintain, and enhance proficiency in Spanish by providing them the opportunity to listen, speak,                 
read, and write in a variety of contexts and for a variety of audiences including the family, school, and immediate                    
community. The course will allow students to explore the past, present and future of cultures of the Hispanic world                   
including their own and it will enable students to gain a better understanding of the nature of their own language as                     
well as other languages to be acquired. 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS AND MATHEMATICS 
Creative Writing 7 - This is for students who like to write imaginatively. Students will have the opportunity to                   
express themselves through a variety of writing activities and personal journal entries. Students will be encouraged                
to use words more skillfully, explore different genres of writing, and improve their writing skills. In addition, they                  
will work collaboratively, share ideas and edit each other’s work. Oral reading of many writing assignments                
enlivens the class and helps make active listeners of the entire group.  (This is a one-semester course.) 
 
Humanities 7 - Semester 1:  Odyssey of the Mind  
This course encourages students to use creative problem solving to explore a variety of scenarios and hands-on                 
activities. The problems are process oriented and students are required to complete a written reflection after each                 
activity. There is a heavy emphasis on cooperative group work. This course is part of the TAG program and is                    
recommended for students with a “B” average or higher in language Arts and Social Studies. (This is a one semester                    
course.) 
 
Humanities 7 - Semester 2: Global Concerns: The Global Concerns course consists of learning experiences designed                
to engage students in critical thinking regarding the current conflicts in our world. The activities and assignments                 
are created to help students achieve a basic understanding of the historical, social and political components of                 
conflicts. Students will begin to think about potential solutions to the problems taking into account each of the                  
perspectives involved. This course is recommended for students with a B average or higher in Language Arts and                  
Social Studies.  (This is a one-semester course.) 
 
Literature & Film 7 
In this course, students will be introduced to film technique. It will use a thematic approach to discussing                  
literature and films. Students will view films and read short stories, poems, and essays about several themes                 
involving young adults and current issues.  This is a semester course. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
Computer Application 
Students will explore budgeting, presentations skills, desktop publishing and webpage design while actively             
engaged in real-life problem solving adventures. Students will use Excel PowerPoint, Publisher and a variety of                
internet sites to complete the project during this course.  This is a semester course. 

Please contact your School Counselor with any questions. 


